
VIRGINIA TECH
MASTER OF AGRICULTURAL AND LIFE SCIENCES
Study Tour of Morocco

May 20 – June 3, 2017


	
Saturday
May 20

-, -, D*
	
Washington Dulles – Casablanca.

Arrive at Washington Dulles International Airport three hours prior to departure. Dinner and feature film on your transatlantic flight.


	
Sunday
May 21

B*, - , D
	
Casablanca.

Arrival at Mohammed V International Airport in Casablanca, clear Moroccan customs and immigration, then we meet our local guide-interpreter, Mr. Mohammed Boulif, who is a professor at the National School of Agriculture in Meknes.  After collecting our luggage, we step outside and board our private motor coach and travel to the hotel.

Welcome to the Kingdom of Morocco!

[image: 125px-Flag_of_Morocco]

At about 8pm enjoy a typical Moroccan dinner at the hotel.

Then get some rest after your long travel and jet-lag!    

Overnight at:
Hotel Golden Tulip
Casablanca 





	
Monday
May 22


B, L, D
	
Casablanca.

This morning following breakfast, we have a city tour of Casablanca with an official English-speaking guide.  Together we will visit the main highlights of Casablanca including the Hassan II Mosque, the largest mosque in the country and 7th largest in the world.  Its minaret is the world’s tallest at 689 feet. 
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Lunch in Casablanca.

This afternoon Mr. Boulif will give us an introduction to Moroccan agriculture, and talk about the Green Morocco Plan, a strategy outlined by the Moroccan government for agricultural development and poverty alleviation by the year 2020.

Overnight at:
Hotel Golden Tulip
Casablanca 


	
Tuesday
May 23


B, L, D
	
Casablanca – Rabat.

This morning following breakfast, we will visit some horticultural production units in the neighbourhood of Casablanca.

Lunch in the area, and this afternoon we drive to Rabat, with stops along the coast line for horticultural production.  Arrive in the capital city of the kingdom of Morocco and we have a tour of the city.

Check-in to our hotel for dinner and overnight.

Overnight at:
Hotel Golden Tulip
Rabat 


	
Wednesday
May 24

B, L, D
	
Rabat – Fes.

This morning we visit the Agricultural University in Rabat: the Institute of Agronomy and Veterinary Science Hassan II.  We have lunch at the Harka Club of the University.  

Later we depart to Kenitra to visit the INRA Agricultural Research Station on citrus. The National Agronomic Research Institute (INRA) is Morocco’s primary agricultural research agency, an independent public agency run by the Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development, and Maritime Fisheries (MADRPM) and governed by a Board of Directors representing several ministries and producer organizations.

Continue through the Maamora Forest to join the Highway to Fes, and we check-in to the hotel for dinner and overnight.

Overnight at:
Hotel Volubilis
Fes 


	
Thursday
May 25

B, L, D
	
Fes – Meknes.

After breakfast, we take a sightseeing tour of Fes, the third largest city in Morocco.  Known as the “Mecca of the West” and “Athens of Africa”, the city is home to some one million people.  The city has two old medinas, the larger of which – Fes el Bali – is listed as a UNESCO world heritage site and is thought to be the largest car-free urban area in the world.  During our tour we will see some of the most important monuments.  Lunch in Fes or vicinity. 
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This afternoon we will visit Mr. Benali’s farm, Socité Agro-industrielle du Sais, and other agribusiness operations specialized in olive production for olive oil export including to the US.  

Later we drive through the Sais plans to discover the crops of the region, and then continue to Meknes for dinner and overnight.

Overnight at:
Hotel Zaki Maknes
Meknes 




	
Friday
May 26

B, L, D


	
Meknes. 

This morning we will go to the National School of Agriculture, the top one in Morocco and the first to be established in the country.  The Director, who received his Ph.D. at the University of Minnesota, will accompany us during our visit to the school and the different experimental fields, presenting a general view of agriculture in Morocco and the region of Meknes in particular.

Next we visit the peach farm “Domaine Ito”, owned by Dr Khalid Ouazzani.

We have a lunch break at Al Baraka Station.

This afternoon we will visit the Roman Ruins of Volubilis.  The archaeological site is the best preserved in this part of Northern Africa and was named a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1997.  Dating from the 3rd century BC, Volubilis was a central administrative city in Roman Africa, responsible for grain production in this fertile region, and exports to Rome.  Unlike many other Roman cities, Volubilis was not abandoned after the Romans lost their foothold in this part of Africa in the 3rd century, and people continued to live here for over 1,000 years more.  Among the ruins remain the triumphal arch, the typical forum and the impressive basilica.  Additional attractions are the garden and the mosaics found on the ground (fenced off for preservation).  There are three main houses to see: House of the Euphebus next to the triumphal arch; the House of Orpheus to the south near the olive oil presses; and the house of Dionysus near the Decumanus Maximus.  


Later we visit the “Château Rhoslane” winery of the Zniber Domaine.  The Château Roslane comprises among other things, a 70,000 hectoliter cellar of which 11,000 are air conditioned, stainless steel tanks, three sorting conveyor tables for unloading grapes, a coaxial heat exchanger for coloring the entire harvest, pneumatic presses, underground ageing cellars featured with constant temperature and humidity control with a capacity of 3,000 oak barrels and 3 million laid bottles.  The Château Roslane also comprises 700 hectares of vineyards, gardens, "riads", fountains, and Moroccan reception rooms.

Return to our hotel for overnight.

Overnight at:
Hotel Zaki Maknes
Meknes 





	
Saturday
May 27

B, L, D
	
Meknes – Errachidia – Erfoud.

This morning we depart for Errachidia across the Middle Atlas Mountains with a stop in Ifrane, and drive through the cedar forest and rangeland of Morocco. 

At noon we arrive in Midelt City, the capital of apple production in Morocco. Lunch and then we visit apple orchards in the Midelt region.

Drive through pre-desert landscape towards Errachidia and Erfoud with a stop at the Aoufous date palm grove.

Overnight at:
Kasbah Hotel Xaluca Maadid
Erfoud 


	
Sunday
May 28

B, L, D 
	
Erfoud – Merzouga. 

This morning we will visit Erg Chebbi, one of Morocco’s two Saharan ergs, large dunes formed by wind-blown sand.  The dunes of Erg Chebbi reach a height of up to 150 meters and altogether span an area of 22 kilometers from north to south and up to 5-10 kilometres from east to west.  During the warmest part of the year, Moroccans come here to be buried neck-deep in the hot sand for a few minutes at a time. This is considered to be a treatment for rheumatism. 
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We have lunch in Merzouga. The rest of the day is free to rest or explore the area on your own.

Overnight at:
Kasbah Hotel Tombouctou
Merzouga 





	
Monday 
May 29

B, L, D
	
Merzouga – Ouarzazate.

After breakfast, we depart Merzouga for Ouarzazate, making stops along the way at different oases to get acquainted with oasian agriculture. 

Arrival in Ouarzazate, a popular holiday destination nicknamed “the door of the desert.”  Many films have been made in this area, including Lawrence of Arabia, The Last Temptation of Christ, and Gladiator. 
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Overnight at:
Hotel Kenzi Azghor 
Ouarzazate 


	
Tuesday
May 30

B, L, D
	
Ouarzazate – Marrakech.  

Today we depart for Marrakech, arriving around lunch time.  Marrakech is the fourth largest city in Morocco, and is divided into two distinct parts: the Medina, the historical city, and the new European modern district called Gueliz or Ville Nouvelle. 

We will spend the afternoon visiting the key sites and monuments, including the main plaza of Jamaa El Fna in the old city.  It is the busiest square in Africa, and among the crowd you may see snake charmers, magicians, dancers, musicians, peddlers and story tellers.

[image: fna1]

Check-in to our hotel for a two-night stay.

Overnight at:
Hotel Nassim or similar
Marrakech  


	
Wednesday
May 31

B, L, D
	
Marrakech.

This morning we will visit farms growing citrus, olives and other fruit trees.  

We will visit the neighbouring Ourika Valley and possibly Oukaimeden, the only ski resort in the country.  Located in the foothills of the High Atlas, the Ourika Valley contains a number of Berber villages, female co-operatives that manufacture Argan oil, and waterfalls.  

[image: Ourika Valley]

Return to Marrakech for overnight.

Overnight at:
Hotel Nassim or similar
Marrakech 


	
Thursday
June 1

B, L, D
	
Marrakech – Casablanca.

Today we return to Casablanca with a stop at Settat to visit the National Agricultural Research Institute (INRA) Centre of Aridoculture (dry farming), which was established with support of the USAID and the MIAC Universities. 

We arrive in Casablanca and check-in to our hotel for dinner and overnight.

Overnight at:
Hotel Golden Tulip or similar
Casablanca


	
Friday
June 2

B, - , D
	
Casablanca.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Today is a free day for shopping and sightseeing on your own.  This evening we have a “Farewell Dinner” together at a local restaurant.

Overnight at:
Hotel Golden Tulip or similar
Casablanca


	
Sunday
June 3

B
	
Casablanca – Washington Dulles.

Final Moroccan breakfast at the hotel, and then we check-out and transfer to the airport. Your tour escort will help you with the checking-in and boarding card procedures. Then pass through passport and security control for departure.

Welcome home!



Copyright 2000-2016 Agrotours, Inc.
Latest revision 10/11/2016

NOTES: 

MEAL CODE: B = breakfast; L = Lunch; D = dinner; S=snack; *airline meal; **assumes with hosts.
Breakfast includes coffee or tea; for other meals beverages are ordered and paid separately.

We reserve the right to substitute technical visits if circumstances require. 

The passenger is responsible for the validity of passports, visas, or other entry documents required for international travel.

Many of the technical visits are hosted by people who give their time quite freely.  A small gift on behalf of the passengers is appreciated, and considered good etiquette.

Tipping: Tour managers and coach drivers should be tipped the equivalent of $1-2 per person per day in the currency of the host country. It is recommended that this be done when your tour manager or driver completes their responsibility and leaves the group. Appointing a tour member to take up a collection is recommended.

[011] before phone number must be used when calling from the USA.
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